INVESTIGATION & ARREST OF
ABRAM MOSZEK BURSTYN

During research conducted by Polish Express, special attention was paid
to looking for ancestral names such as Gershberg, Hershberg, Burstyn, Nejman,
Suralsky, etc.. While searching the Bialystok Archives this researcher came
across a file with documents from a court case involving Abram Moszek Burstyn,
a resident of the City of Kolno which is near Wasosz, the area in which The
Nedar Foundation concentrates. No linkage to the Burstyn tree maintained by
The Nedar Foundation can be established although a cousin, Abraham Morris
Berinstein who emigrated to Rochester, NY, before 1892, was born in 1870, the
date which can be extrapolated for the birth of Abram Moszek Burstyn. Given
the custom of naming children after deceased relatives, it is possible that there
was a relationship to the Leyzor Burstyn family tree.

Even if there is no direct relationship to the families being studied, this
presents an interesting case study of a Jewish shopkeeper and his arrest and
incarceration for the crime of overpricing kerosene in 1914-1915. Establishing
the details about life in the Wasosz area is one of the primary goals of The Nedar
Foundation. The units of measures make it difficult to follow, but based upon my
understanding, Abram bought this barrel of kerosene from Osip for an amount
which already exceeded the government set price. He then resold the kerosene
by the quart to others at what he considered a fair markup but the government
considered to be price gouging.

Below | have listed the documents discovered. In each case, | have
included the original document followed by a translation. Please bear in mind
that the translator, Simon Gisin, has somewhat limited English skills (although |
find them quite good, probably due to the effort of his English as a second
language instructor — cousin Barbara Chapman Dworkin). | have no knowledge
of Russian but attempted to edit Simon’s documents so that any error is mine.

List of documents

Summary of Police Report (2 handwritten original documents) —
Apparent date of this report was November 23, 1914

Police Report Transmittal Letter dated January 23, 1915

Cover Sheet for Decree No. 157 (March 3, 1915 appeared before
Decree below)

Decision of the Governor (Decree No. 157) — This document sets a
fine of 15 rubles or 7 days in prison — February 27, 1915

Data Sheet for Remanding of Abram Burstyn — Since remanding
implies that Abram Burstyn was sent to prison, perhaps he
couldn’t afford or didn’t want to pay the 15 ruble fine and was
remanded to prison.



NEDAR ARCHIVE DOCUMENT: (File # PolishExpress03)

Original Document:

C j//Z(ﬂ’f?’?/ﬁﬂ’,&/é
Wi/ %*747&45- --,z-wd.%xvs LS 0rrca Wﬂafé /}’j&m«.’o
Pttt onols W Klettocredte becoecall @W% ~
CLCLLLl, @0t prrotfeencn /ff.d-(‘-e--m.ﬂ.dl{-;gtii FAFA Oz By Ot O

“ Flesaio s e eort G oot QWAM.QMWMMM Lrreo €0
-~

fzfmw.em cterdotdder ol o orfres mﬂa? Ao eedane

Fprhviot. CHfren /MMA«M Srtecx e SI1E Fre

Prraep i /ﬂ-},w&xxw & Pecee zr_yc.a_ﬂ—a-, oot sece Aebor

ifi_.,efu terhedipe flocprrio Mipatiieean [ o, 0 —
F 710D e oecir poi YO ore. /547—;«7/

ecobrcaen ct ot & ger E/{%occm (,é/w A
| ﬁ“"‘m”; Feol Procesetecene W%Fm beee— .
ccou atu Kfrziconn /J:};/y?/ xij\m /OW
%77"‘5’"‘7‘_7‘"?“""8 "‘7" i e ﬁW‘ Woafe ciopiofeaoe
fro- .PJAA/MW: At W!ﬁmf, R
1r20g %f—u%fdm LAV ft b ttDph WM mi&e/;uL
A0l etirrreac Wm«ré; FPraitr oGt rrn Bltecin W
Flklrrricctl, Floe Ceccon Wm Lot prosedecree. .
ol %-,-uuw 2y Ao i C,J/,aq-n?ﬂ_ugg _
0{%&%40&&;‘ ST cerizrn Frot frocesapeocas sdecse_ r
Fltteet é-;w [ f&l‘aﬁww > ctr. freecc ;
fzaﬁ,mmj QJ?W Lo Focetoco B A A S S /ryf—;—z-(.r.‘-{'f"-

A ]
e N p R s 1




NEDAR ARCHIVE DOCUMENT: (File # PolishExpress04)

e

(@, e DB

Original Document:

Yav/d “Q"?’ Heprocciteoe frhesccce Qoo prip8 el
WWMWMW Frroercolace kponﬂMfﬂ«—/
gl o frprbliorco YA Py (2o cerrrnoiced AT
e Aoy W_@W e

Ceceen m—ﬁay&w—p«.& Choe prorcdeceen.

Driirisictririyoc wige Koseiro [Dgocecics
f/%:%yﬁx_a{m (%M J‘&zw Frec procespactc
m—é{u% AJ= esro W,,LJ}«& a/f:c.m/
rzyﬁg@ ﬁx%aﬂﬁ%lnum %W?’ |
MM&%W /r_z/t‘mafuﬂa.,,u/o.mmﬁw 1
so %L&MM %‘ e Sfrrecosrin |
ceoe LOLere Hioobege %WM Lreocort peo 40707 |
a0t hW e Kol oy e n e (bl

; |
/'M.W edoe Lt v f e et bt . :

me_zyw /b?! /‘é{‘em 7'77,6-‘/(,_4%——’
7/’&)‘144#;&%2’-&«;:‘- %W& ‘5'544_./2.47-7/:- ﬂm/bﬂ?/ :
-;-r..w/-;,mp = V‘.a. Etee ghﬁﬁd%mzﬁ{.‘m/ %ﬁw }MALI £ptbn i

/'f;:;-,..a /Mq%{,m BBttt e ttl ?’/f/“ St celeca cﬁv/-/-%/'—ﬂfm'ﬂ*--
/?(/‘f«ﬂﬂ-w /%W-{-t-a( A{f—le#r? > )"‘—7‘&-*’-‘?—4%- —1.4/“—' J

)—r—r.nrm(m: F10 ')‘-»--t-)m_zjd.g(.aw _/{/f{/ﬂi_.ﬂ.cm_‘_?w‘ o BErt ot G P et
L

e < //0/1'.»—71. f&d—‘g\x_yf_& e Ao /ymmtzw ) ;»7'4--«1-0
= x

Hecpideo .@/2— /n»u—rmw A PP ATt atte fLL {’yﬁd’ﬂ /-.._

K  ftie Cfopen ML&?M#'M eLie et Cr e

=
Lo fLO*‘)-H,O.r-c,?I tttrrOpe QAL s et et tbt @lix W.&.M

‘?44_4& /—%L.J,ZMMMM &?{%_{M& %(Wﬂ flecerra,

/%7{4/"‘9”-"'/'-‘0&“3“ Ot retirrrmm rarfLtert G0 grren Cot it OtRpted adan

%W e L0 ?4:‘4.4, S G b refa A hfmm /e




This is a Summary of a Police Report which was handwritten in Russian.
Translation from Russian to English by Simon Gisin as edited by Daniel
Hershberg follows:

Protocol
In the year 1914, on the 23™ day of November in the city of KOLNO

Senior Guard of Kolno District of the first battalion subdivision of Zemskiy !
Security Command Lemesh during an official investigation prepared this protocol
and recorded the fact that on the current day the owner of a small convenience
store in the city Kolno, Abram Burstyn, sold kerosene at price higher than was
established for City of Kolno on the November monthly limit -17 kopecks per
quart - 40 kopecks per quart.

A resident of the City of Kolno, Abram Moshkov Burstyn, 45 years old,
owner of a convenience store, during inquiry, gave the following testimony where
he explained that he himself had bought one barrel of kerosene weighing 10
poodes ® from a resident of the City of Kolno Osip Kuliongovskiy at the price of
4 rubles and 80 kopecks “ per pood and sold it at the price 6 rubles and 60
kopecks per pood, i.e., the price of one quart of kerosene was 30 kopecks. He
was compelled to pay more and cannot sell it for less. With this, his testimony
was complete.

Resident of the City of Kolno, Osip Mateushev Kuliongovskiy, 58 years
old, during inquiry, explained that in 20" of November of current year he had the
luck to pick up and deliver one passenger from the City of Kolno to the City of
Bialystok and on his trip back had bought one barrel of kerosene weighting ten
poodes and paid for it 3 rubles and 80 kopeck per pood, but sold this whole
barrel to a resident of the City of Kolno, Abram Burstyn, at price 4 rubles 80
kopeck. About this his testimony was taken.

Resident of the City of Kolno Rosaliya Mazkevna Liss, 50 years old,
explained during her questioning that on November 23, of the current year, she
bought a half of a quart of kerosene from a resident of the City of Kolno, Abram
Burstyn and paid him 20 kopecks according to his request. Burstyn requested all
other buyers also to pay 40 kopecks for one quart of kerosene. About this her
testimony was taken.

Resident of the City of Kolno Teklya Francevna Gutovska, 40 years old,
explained during her questioning that on November 23, of the current year she
bought from merchant Abram Burstyn, resident of the City of Kolno, one quart of
kerosene at price 40 kopecks per quart since he insisted on this price. About this
her testimony was taken.

For these reasons mentioned above this protocol was prepared by me for
the purpose of accounting for the actions of Abram Burstyn and Osip
Kuliongovskiy in compliance with Decree of Governor General of Warsaw issued
July 20, 1914, A, article 1.

Senior Guard/signed/Lemesh)



Notes of translator

" Zemskiy—A branch of locally elected and independent authorities which
deal with local problems of the territory including roads, bridges, fire
protection, prevention of petty crimes, hospitals, schools, etc.
Pood is a equal to approximately 36.11 pounds or 16.38 kilograms it was
used in Russia. Pood was first mentioned in a number of documents of
the 13 th century.
1" A ruble is Russian monetary unit and it equal 100 kopecks.
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